Empirical Methods in Social Sciences

The aims of this course are to introduce the most common empirical methods used in the analysis of both economic and political data, to give students practice in the use of these methods and so prepare them for undertaking an empirical dissertation. The core material is regression analysis. Emphasis is on application rather than theoretical foundations. Computing classes provide hands-on experience of data analysis with the package Stata. Examples of applications from published papers in economics and political science are discussed. The course covers the following topics: basic univariate statistics; linear regression; qualitative independent variables; and, regression analysis with time series data

