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Description

During the Cold War period, the Balkan region was one of the frontlines of East-West confrontation. However, one of the main implications of the ending of the Cold War has been the emergence of new regions in the former communist bloc. South-Eastern Europe has become once again a crossroads where great powers and local states seek influence, compete or cooperate with each other over markets and resources. The region presents challenges to global security, as well as opportunities for the overall interests of the international community. For reasons of geographical proximity, those challenges concern first and foremost the European Union. They arise from the region’s demographic situation and migratory pressures, inter-state and ethnic conflicts, terrorism and organized crime. 
Module Requirements

1. Students are expected to attend all of the sessions and have completed the essential reading for each session topic. 

2. Students are required to prepare one seminar presentation. The question that you address will be agreed at the first session of the module. Each student will have the opportunity to lead on one of the seminar themes, and each presentation will be followed by a student-led discussion period. The final session will review major challenges and issues that have been discussed during the course of this module.

Module Assessment

Summative Assessment: 2,500-word essay on a topic related to the module material. 

Formative Assessment: 30-minute presentation.
Module outline

Week 1   
Introduction, The Balkans during the Cold War era
Readings
https://staff.lib.msu.edu/sowards/balkan/lect22.htm

Week 2
The South East European subsystem and security issues 
Readings
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/CP_147%20Balkan%20Futures.pdf Chapters 1 and 2
Week 3
The Return of Geopolitics

Readings

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2014-04-17/return-geopolitics
https://www.ifri.org/en/espace-media/videos/emerging-countries-and-return-geopolitics-economic-and-geopolitical-cross
https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2019/02/the-new-silk-road-and-the-return-of-geopolitics/

Week 4
Greek foreign policy in the region
Readings

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/85925/
https://rusi.org/commentary/silent-rise-greece-mediterranean-power
Week 5
Turkish foreign policy
Readings

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-the-balkans-were-won-turkish-foreign-policy-success-22771
https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/from_myth_to_reality_how_to_understand_turkeys_role_in_the_western_balkans
Week 6
Romanian foreign policy

Readings
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_romania_presidency_of_the_eu_good_policy_bad_politics
https://www.ifimes.org/en/9782
Week 7

Hungarian foreign policy

Readings

Istvan Tarrosy and Zoltan Voros, “Hungary’s Pragmatic Foreign Policy in a Post ‑American World”, Politics in Central Europe, vol. 16, no. 15, 2020.
Andras Hettyey, “The Europeanization of Hungarian foreign policy and the Hungarization of European foreign policy, 2010-18”, Journal of Contemporary European Studies, DOI: 10.1080/14782804.2020.1824895
Week 8
The New Russian foreign policy in South East Europe

Readings

https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/74612

https://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR250_do_the_western_balkans_face_a_coming_russian_storm.pdf

Week 9

The Ukrainian Crisis

Readings

Stylianos A. Sotiriou, “The irreversibility of history: the case of the Ukrainian crisis (2013–2015)”, Journal of Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, vol. 16, no. 1, March 2016.

Emmanuel Karagiannis, ““Ukrainian Volunteer Fighters in the Eastern Front: Ideas, Norms and Emotions as Mobilization Mechanisms”, Journal of Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, vol. 16, no. 1, March 2016.
Week 10
The Refugee/Migrant Crisis
Readings
https://theconversation.com/europes-refugee-crisis-explains-why-border-walls-dont-stop-migration-110414
https://www.boell.de/en/2016/05/24/managing-refugeemigration-crisis-greek-perspective
Week 11

Energy Politics in South East Europe
Readings

https://www.energyunionchoices.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Safeguarding-energy-security-in-South-East-Europe-with-investment-in-demand-side-infrastructure.pdf 

https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_the_energy_security_nexus_in_south_east_europe3090

Week 12
Radicalisation and Terrorism 

Readings

Islamic radicalism, https://wb-iisg.com/wp-content/uploads/bp-attachments/4732/Alert_24_Balkan_radicalism.pdf

https://ctc.usma.edu/western-balkans-foreign-fighters-homegrown-jihadis-trends-implications/
Week 13

Summary and Conclusions
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