CURRICULUM VITAE (Summary)

Thymios Atzakas was born in Thessaloniki in 1971. He studied classical guitar with
Kostas Kotsiolis, Hubert Kdppel, and Carlo Marchione, and oud and modal music with Ziad
Rajab, Behnam Manadjedi, and Ross Daly. He is a graduate of the New Conservatory of
Thessaloniki, the Cologne University of Music, and the University of Music and Theatre
Leipzig. He holds a PhD from the Department of Cultural Communication and Technology of
the University of the Aegean.

From 1998 to 2004 he lived in Germany (Cologne, Leipzig, Berlin). His main focus is
the interpretation and exploration of various plucked string instruments. At the core of this
engagement lies the oud and musical modality, as expressed through contemporary modal
composition, free improvisation, and musical orality. He is also active in the fields of
electroacoustic music and sound performance.

Since 1996 he has performed internationally as an oud player and has curated or
participated in over 500 musical performances. He has appeared as a soloist or ensemble
member at festivals and projects in Greece, Cyprus, Japan, India, Romania, Albania, Serbia,
Montenegro, Spain, Portugal, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Belgium, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Sweden, Lithuania, Morocco, and Syria. His performances have
been broadcast and recorded by the Hellenic Broadcasting Corporation (ERT), WDR, Deutsche
Welle, MDR, Arte, RADIO 3 France, and BBC.

He has collaborated and recorded with numerous acclaimed musicians including Bijan
Chemirani, Madjid Bekkas, Efren Lopez, Ziya Azazi, Chris Dahlgren, Hayden Chisholm,
Kemal Dinc, Spyros Sakkas, Socratis Sinopoulos, Antonis Anissegos, Kostas Theodorou,
Sokratis Malamas, Thanasis Papakonstantinou, Theodora Baka, Markellos Chryssikos,
Evgenios Voulgaris, Maria Thoidou, among others. He is the founder of musical groups such
as Armos Ensemble, Tropos Quartett Berlin, and, together with Antonis Anissegos, the
ensemble SQMA. Since 2010, he has been a permanent member of the early music ensemble
Ex Silentio (under the artistic direction of Dimitris Kountouras).

He has performed as a soloist and presented his work at major Greek and international
festivals and institutions such as the Onassis Cultural Centre, the Greek National Opera, the
Athens Concert Hall (MMA), the Thessaloniki Concert Hall (MM®), the Athens Festival, the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center, the Styriarte Festival (Austria), the Festival
d’Aix-en-Provence (France), the Festival Suds a Arles (France), among others.

As an educator, he is a Professor (PhD) at the Department of Music Science and Art of
the University of Macedonia, where he has been teaching since 2004. Over the last decade, he
has been leading undergraduate and postgraduate students in research and practice around
"Deep Listening," a practice aimed at musicians that fosters the expansion of tonal perception
through experiential work with the natural harmonic series. This practice, inspired by the study
and application of the Indian system of Nada Yoga, is continuously evolving through new
groups and approaches, exploring the psychosomatic synergies between sound and meditation,
sound and silence, internal and external hearing, and subtle and coarse auditory perception.

Since 2006, he has been working together with Kostas Makrygiannakis and Giorgos
Emmanouil Lazaridis on the artistic and educational development of the international
organization "Music Village" (www.music-village.gr), which takes place every summer in



http://www.music-village.gr/

Agios Lavrentios, Pelion, as well as the artistic forum "to avgo" in Thessaloniki. Their work
has resulted in the implementation and documentation of over 150 symbiotic music workshops,
performances, and educational programs.

His solo album Udopia (2016, Carpe Diem Records) was recently distinguished in the
German Record Critics' Award (Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik) in the "Grenzgénge"
(Crossover) category. The award is one of the most important distinctions in the European
recording scene, decided by a jury of 156 leading music critics, writers, musicologists, and
producers from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. The album was produced by the German
label Carpe Diem Records.

In addition to his musical activities, he is systematically engaged with the practice and
theory of yoga (Satyananda system) as a certified instructor. He has attended educational
seminars on the philosophy and practice of yoga with Swami Sivamurti Saraswati (Pancha
Tattwam, Tattwa Shuddhi), Swami SatyaDaya and Swami Krishnapremananda (Vigyana
Bhairava Tantra, Wales), Vaia Chanou (Bhakti Vinyasa Flow & Pranayama), among others.



